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I've spent every day of my Presidency fighting to grow our economy and strengthen our
middle class. That means making sure our workers have a fair shot to get ahead here at home,
and a fair chance to compete around the world. My approach to trade has been guided by a
unifying principle: leveling the playing field for American workers and businesses so we can
export more products stamped "Made in America" all over the world that support higher
paying American jobs here at home.

Over the summer, Democrats and Republicans in Congress came together to help the
United States negotiate agreements for free and fair trade that would support our workers, our
businesses, and our economy as a whole. When more than 95 percent of our potential
customers live outside our borders, we can't let countries like China write the rules of the
global economy. We should write those rules, opening new markets to American products
while setting high standards for protecting workers and preserving our environment.

That's what the agreement reached today in Atlanta will do. Trade Ministers from the 12
nations that make up the Trans-Pacific Partnership finished negotiations on an agreement that
reflects America's values and gives our workers the fair shot at success they deserve.

This partnership levels the playing field for our farmers, ranchers, and manufacturers by
eliminating more than 18,000 taxes that various countries put on our products. It includes the
strongest commitments on labor and the environment of any trade agreement in history, and
those commitments are enforceable, unlike in past agreements. It promotes a free and open
Internet. It strengthens our strategic relationships with our partners and allies in a region that
will be vital to the 21st century. It's an agreement that puts American workers first and will
help middle class families get ahead.

Once negotiators have finalized the text of this partnership, Congress and the American
people will have months to read every word before I sign it. I look forward to working with
lawmakers from both parties as they consider this agreement. If we can get this agreement to
my desk, then we can help our businesses sell more "Made in America" goods and services
around the world, and we can help more American workers compete and win.
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